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From 1994 to 1999, the Province of British Columbia coordinated an intensive study of white stur-

geon in the Nechako River. The study came to an unwelcome conclusion - the Nechako white stur-

geon are in a critical state of decline. Unless immediate action is taken these great creatures, survi-

vors from the age of dinosaurs, will become extirpated from the Nechako watershed. 

 

With so many stakeholders involved along the entire length of the Nechako River, it was imperative 

that all interested parties gather together to begin working as a team in recovery planning efforts. 

This was the beginning of the Nechako White Sturgeon Recovery Initiative (NWSRI). The NWSRI is 

composed of two committees: the Technical Working Group (TWG), which is responsible for identify-

ing the reasons for the decline of white sturgeon in the Nechako watershed, and for the design and 

implementation of habitat protection, restoration and management options; and the Community 

Working Group (CWG), which focuses on increasing the publicõs awareness and knowledge about the 

recovery process, as well as the ecological problems facing the Nechako white sturgeon.  

 

The Nechako White Sturgeon Recovery Initiative is committed to ensuring that sturgeon, from juve-

niles to adults, continue to live in the Nechako River for many generations to come. 

 

For more information on the NWSRI, and for detailed reports on projects outlined in this report, 

please visit our website: 

www.nechakowhitesturgeon.org 
 

Cover Photo: Release of a rare juvenile Nechako white sturgeon during the fall juvenile indexing program, 2010 
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Adult sturgeon being assessed as potential 2010 broodstock. 

From left to right: Zsolt  Sary, MOE,  Brett Tolton, BC Parks & Elizabeth Miller, MOE  
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Messages from the Chairs 

Technical Working Group  

 

Recruitment restoration has been a significant fo-

cus for 2010-11.  Much of the NWSRI-TWGõs work 

this year has been expended on starting a multi-

year project to experimentally restore sections of 

Nechako white sturgeon spawning habitat at 

Vanderhoof, BC.  Funding of this multi-phase project 

has been a significant challenge, as the work starts 

in one fiscal year and ends in another. Our goal this 

year was to place two gravel pads in the spawning 

areas and monitor spawning activity and success as 

well as the physical attributes of each site, includ-

ing rates of sedimentation. Unfortunately an early 

end to winter and unanticipated logistics prevented 

our first attempt for spring 2010. However, with 

financial and in-kind contributions from our partners, 

gravel was purchased and stockpiled in the fall with 

the goal to place this substrate in early spring. By 

late winter, a contractor in place and commitments for funding were acquired to allow biological and physical 

monitoring to take place. This project will be a major step in developing our tools to restore critical spawning 

habitat.   

We have also continued to work on other long term monitoring projects with financial and in-kind support for 

projects from the Carrier Sekani Tribal Council, Rio Tinto Alcan, the Ministry of Environment, Fisheries and 

Oceans Canada, and Freshwater Fisheries Society of BC. These include: brood capture and radio tagging; 

spawn monitoring; monitoring of juvenile recruitment; evaluating the success of pilot hatchery releases; and 

adult sturgeon harm reduction initiatives by the NWSRI-Community working group.  An interesting finding of 

note for 2010-2011 was the capture of approximately 15 wild juvenile sturgeon of the same size and age dur-

ing annual juvenile assessments.  Although these fish have not been aged formally, comparison with juveniles 

caught in 2009 suggest that these fish may have recruited during the 2007 flood year- a more detailed analy-

sis will be required to confirm these observations. 

Efforts by our partners continue to find funding for the development of a conservation hatchery in Vanderhoof.  

A significant short term goal is to preserve the remaining genetic diversity in this critical endangered popula-

tion. A conservation hatchery has been identified as an immediate and critical need to prevent extinction of 

the Nechako white sturgeon.  

Cory Williamson, Chair 

Technical Working Group 

BC Ministry of Environment 

March 31, 2011 

Cory Williamson, TWG Chair, releasing an adult Nechako 

White sturgeon during brood capture near Vanderhoof, 

BC. 



Community Working Group 

 

 
During the past the year, the Community Working Group (CWG) has 

worked diligently to inform the public of the dire situation facing the 

Nechako White Sturgeon.  The Nechako White Sturgeon Recovery Initia-

tive has become one of the biggest team endeavors ever undertaken, 

with First Nations, government - District, Provincial and Federal, busi-

nesses, local schools, Non Governmental Organizations and volunteers 

all working towards a common goal.  If ever there was a group more de-

serving of recognition, it would be to those who have persevered in mak-

ing this vision become a reality. 

 

This past year brought the Technical Working Group (TWG) and CWG clos-

er together, as a new co-coordinator was hired to assist and streamline 

the working groups, and to keep us moving forward. The CWG was also 

successful in obtaining funds to cover the costs associated with hosting 

events, such as Riverõs Day and presentations within school District 91, 

as well as relaying information to the public. Major contributions came 

from the District of Vanderhoof, the Integris Credit Union, the Resources 

North Association and the Habitat Stewardship Program.  The Vanderhoof and Prince George media have 

been major contributors in relaying our message of sturgeon conservation to the general public.   

 

The CWG would like to thank our funding sources, media partners, as well as all the volunteers and staff who 

continue to work tirelessly to promote this very important endeavor.  The chance of helping the Nechako White 

Sturgeon flourish and to have it removed from the endangered species list is within our grasp. The battle to 

succeed is constant but with the team that has been assembled, I am confident we will achieve our goals. 

 

 

Brian Frenkel, Chair 

Community Working Group 

Avison Management Services Ltd 

March 31, 2011  
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The Teams 

Technical Working Group  
 

The Technical Working Group (TWG) was formed in September 2000, and is made up of private sector, federal 

and provincial biologists as well as First Nations and industry experts. Each member has specific qualifica-

tions, including a working knowledge of white sturgeon biology, expertise in streamflow management/

hydraulic engineering or experience in other animal recovery initiatives. Some members have a regulatory role 

with regard to the protection of fish and their habitats in the Nechako watershed. 

 

This team of scientists is responsible for investigating why the Nechako white sturgeon population is in de-

cline, and then developing an effective plan to help restore the fish to a self-sustaining population. These 

strategies are based on the best-available science, local, and traditional knowledge. 

 

Community Working Group 

 

In April 2001, the Community Working Group (CWG) was assembled.  Composed of some 20 individuals that 

represent First Nations, non-government environmental organizations, industry, local and regional govern-

ments, and affected public, the group was created to provide input from river stakeholders, and to act first 

and foremost as a public advocate for Nechako white sturgeon and the Recovery Initiative. 

 

The CWG provides an opportunity for key groups essential to the success of the Nechako white sturgeon re-

covery plan to become involved in the process.  The group focuses on increasing the publicõs awareness and 

knowledge about the recovery process, as well as the ecological problems facing the Nechako white sturgeon.  

It is also concerned with building and maintaining community support for the recovery plan and communi-

cating progress back to their respective organizations. 

 

Together the TWG and CWG work towards a common vision of sturgeon recovery. The TWG works to develop 

and oversee implementation of the Nechako White Sturgeon Recovery Plan. This includes designing and carry-

ing out the projects that are described in this Annual Report. The CWG is the communication and extension 

arm of the Initiative, and assists the TWG by garnering public and financial support for sturgeon recovery with-

in the Nechako watershed. By sharing a common coordinator, the two groups maintain a continual flow of in-

formation and are able to support each other on projects as needed. 
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Partners Involved During 2010-2011 

 

The members of both the Technical Working Group and Community Working Group represent a wide range of 

organizations. Those involved during the 2010-2011 fiscal year included: 

 

 BC Ministry of Environment 

 BC Nature (Federation of BC Naturalists) 

 Carrier Sekani Tribal Council 

 City of Prince George 

 District of Vanderhoof 

 Fisheries and Oceans Canada 

 Fraser Basin Council 

 Fraser River Sturgeon Conservation Society 

  

 

Freshwater Fisheries Society of BC 

Lheidli T'enneh 

Rio Tinto Alcan Inc. 

Sports Fisher representative 

Spruce City Wildlife Association 

Nechako River Alliance 

Nechako Watershed Council 

Tl'azt'en Fisheries Program 

NWSRI   TWG & CWG Partnerships 

This outreach & harm reduction poster was completed by the NWSRI and the Carrier Sekani Tribal 

Council (CSTC) as part of this yearõs Habitat Stewardship Program funding.  It highlights the prob-

lem and outlines the conservation goals of the initiative as well as clearly providing the number to 

call if a sturgeon is encountered.   Posters were distributed to First Nation communities within the 

Nechako watershed.  The size of the poster is 24" X 36" .  Posters may be obtained from the CSTC 

in Prince George.  


